


The Liberal Democrats took control of 

Northampton Borough Council in 2007 

with many promises for how they would 

run the town. 

 

There are lots of things they have done 

over the last four years which they would 

rather the people of Northampton would 

forget... 

 

This dossier highlights 50 ways the  

Liberal Democrats have failed the people 

of Northampton over the last four years. 
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Delays to the Grosvenor Centre Development 

Lib Dems pledged in 2007 to be proactive in redeveloping the  

Grosvenor Centre. The people of Northampton are still waiting... 

1. 

Axed the Balloon Festival 

In 2009 the Lib Dems axed the town‟s popular 

Balloon Festival. 

2. 

Cut the town’s Firework Display 

The Lib Dems scrapped the town‟s annual Firework Display in Beckett‟s 

Park in 2007. 

3. 

Turned off the town’s Christmas lights... 

In 2007 the Lib Dems faced national criticism 

when they turned off the town‟s Christmas lights 

and scrapped the Christmas decorations... 

4. 

Then spent £33,000 on 3 fake Christmas trees... 

In 2008 the Lib Dems wasted thousand of pounds of three fake 

Christmas trees which local people dismissed as large green „Traffic 

Cones‟. 

5. 

...delivered with 4 Asylum seekers 

The „Traffic Cones‟ also came with a little gift all wrapped up; four 

illegal immigrants trying to sneak into the country. 

6. 
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Increased councillor allowances by up to 63% 

Soon after getting elected, the Lib Dems voted to 

increase their allowances up to 63%. 

7. 

Redecorated their offices at The Guildhall 

Once in office, the Lib Dems lavished £20,000 on redecorating 

their offices at The Guildhall. 

8. 

Put up Council Tax 

When families across Northampton were having to tighten their belts, 

the Lib Dems hammered them with increases in their Council Tax. 

9. 

Put up Council House rent 

Despite pledging „Good Customer Service‟, the Lib Dems have  

imposed huge rent increases on tenants. 

10. 



Closed public toilets 

Although they promised to provide public toilets in 

Northampton, the Lib Dems have closed them. 

11. 

Told people to go to Milton Keynes 

During a webchat, the disgraced Lib Dem leader of the  

Borough Council told people unhappy with Northampton  

to “go to Milton Keynes” 

12. 

Block on Sixfields development 

Despite being an election promise in 2007, the 

Lib Dems have not given permission for  

Sixfields to be developed. 

13. 

Astra-gate 

The Lib Dems promised „honest leadership‟, yet their leader had to  

resign in disgrace after it emerged he had left his untaxed car in  

The Guildhall car park for three months, which led to the DVLA taking  

action against him. 

14. 

Parking ticket for Nick Clegg 

The car driving Lib Dem national leader Nick Clegg got a parking 

ticket on a visit to Northampton. 

15. 

No-Show at Public Meeting on future of Northampton 

Despite promising to „tell it as it is‟, the Lib Dems refused to attend 

to attend a public meeting to discuss the future of Sixfields. 

16. 
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Run-down Town Centre 

Under the Lib Dems, Northampton Town Centre has become run-

down with many shops closing. 

17. 

Unpopular changes to Market Square 

Lib Dems pledged in 2007 to protect and improve the Market Square. 

Despite this we have seen four years of decline. 

18. 

Fountain fiasco 

Despite public opposition, the Lib Dems have squandered a quarter 

of a million pounds on a fountain that will cost a staggering £17,000 

a year to run. 

19. 

Cuts to museum opening hours 

Although the Lib Dems promised to champion our cultural  

heritage, they have slashed museum opening hours, denying  

people the chance to learn about local history. 

20. 



Delays to Frankins Gardens 

The Lib Dems have continually obstructed The Saints from developing 

Franklins Gardens. 

21. 

...cost our local economy £1.5 million 

The obstructive attitude of the  Lib Dems meant The Saints have had 

to play a Heineken Cup Quarter Final game in Milton Keynes. 

22. 

Cut pest control 

The Lib Dems have slashed pest control services which could lead to 

people‟s homes being open to infestations. 

23. 

Increased consultants 

The Lib Dems have increased the number of consultants employed by 

the Borough Council, with some costing nearly £1,000 per day. 

24. 

Second worst Council homes outside of London 

Although they pledged to meet the Decent Homes Standard by 2010, 

Northampton‟s Council Housing stock remains some of the worst in 

the Country.  

25. 

National shame over Sheltered Housing 

The Lib Dems in 2007 imposed uncaring reforms on Sheltered  

Housing leading to national shame.  

26. 
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Rise in Houses of Multiple Occupancy 

The Lib Dems have ignored the concerns of local residents and have 

failed to clamp down on the problems caused by the increase of 

houses in multiple occupancy. 

27. 

Money wasted on Market Square lights 

The Lib Dems spent over £200,000 over budget to light up the  

Market Square. 

28. 

Anger over failed PFI bid 

Although they promised improvements in 

2007, the Lib Dems wasted £730,000 on a 

failed Housing PFI bid. 

29. 

Increase in bulky waste charges 

The Lib Dems pledged a cleaner and greener Northampton, yet  

increased bulky waste charges which could lead to increase in  

fly-tipping.  

30. 



Failed to resolve official complaints 

The Lib Dems have failed to act on issues that have been raised by 

the Local Government Ombudsman. 

31. 

Poor planning for cemetery provision 

The Lib Dems‟ inability to plan ahead meant burials were cancelled due 

to no space being available. 

32. 

Dirty bus station 

In 2007 the Lib Dems promised to be proactive in redeveloping  

Greyfriars bus station yet bus users in Northampton still have to  

contend with dirty and unsanitary conditions. 

33. 

Increase in temporary staff 

Lib Dems pledged in 2007 to invest in their staff, yet 

instead they have increased the amount they spent on 

temporary workers.  

34. 

Selling off our heritage 

In 2007 the Lib Dems pledged to invest in Northampton‟s cultural 

heritage, yet since being elected in 2007, they have been selling off 

the family silver. 

35. 

Reduced grass cutting 

When the Lib Dems promised a greener Northampton, they failed to 

tell people they would achieve this by not cutting grass across the 

town. 

36. 
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Increased management costs 

Whilst the Lib Dems have slashed local services, they have also  

massively increased management costs at The Guildhall. 

37. 

Tried to sell off Exeter Place 

Although the Lib Dems did recognise the importance of green 

spaces before the election, once in power they tried to sell off 

the green space at Exeter Place. 

38. 

Resident Parking Permits increased by 600% 

In another blow to the Lib Dems‟ credibility of delivering value for 

money, they increased the cost of resident parking permits by a 

staggering 600% 

39. 

Left pensioners in the cold 

The Lib Dems‟ commitment to customer service was highlighted 

when they left hundreds of elderly residents without any heating 

over Christmas in 2007, which was one of the coldest on record. 

40. 



Paid more in compensation 

At a time of budget pressures, the Lib Dems have done little to  

stem the cost of the compensation culture and have paid out over 

£700,000 

41. 

Demanded money from deceased people 

Under Lib Dem control, the Borough Council has caused distress 

and upset by writing to deceased residents demanding money. 

42. 

Paid £5.5m to bus company 

The Lib Dems have agreed to pay Stagecoach £5.5m of taxpayers‟ 

money to leave Greyfriars bus station which has yet to be  

demolished. 

43. 

95% of residents have lost faith in Lib Dems 

A snap poll found that 95% of people questioned in Northampton had 

no faith in the leadership of the Lib Dems. 

44. 

Too slow removing Asbestos 

Lib Dems admitted that tests for asbestos in Council houses could 

take up to 29 years! 

45. 

Reduced grass verge cutting 

Despite promising to put pride back into Northampton, the  

Lib Dems have cut back on maintenance, leaving our town  

to look scruffy and unkempt. 

46. 
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Cut funding to CAN 

Lib Dems reduced funding to the Northampton charity, CAN. 47. 

Increased car park charges 

The Lib Dems put up car park charges which puts people off  

visiting Northampton. 

48. 

...and increased consultants 

After further cut backs in services, the Lib Dems allowed spend-

ing on consultants to spiral yet further, wasting £3.5m. 

49. 

...and increased them again 

In a final slap in the face to staff and residents, the Lib Dems  

employed yet more consultants to advise them on how much staff 

should be paid. 

50. 
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